


— R

prace was clean and tidy. As Snowdrop felt hungry and
thirsty, she picked a small piece off each loaf and drank a
little wine out of each glass. Then she wanted to lie down
and rest, she tried all the little beds, but only one, the
seventh, was just large enough and there she laid herself

down and went to sleep.

Scene 3.

It was late and quite dark, when the owners of the
cottage, seven little dwarfs, came home. They lighted their
little candles and were ready for their supper, for they had
been hard at work all day long digging for gold in the
mountains. They soon found to their surprise that someone
had been there, as the things were not in the same order
in which they had left them in the morning. The first said
"Who has been sitting on my stool?® The second "Who
has eaten off my plate?® The third: "Who has been picking
my loaf?* The fourth "Who has moved my spocn?‘ The
fifth ”"Who has been using my fork?* The sixth "Who
has been cutting with -rny knife?* and the seventh "Whao
has been drinking my wine?¢ Then the first looked round
the room and found his bed had been disturbed. He ex-
claimed loudly "Who has been sleeping in my bed?‘ Then
the others also found their beds had been slept on and the
seventh discovered Snowdrop sleeping peacefully in his bed
and called his brethren to see her. ”Oh, what a beautiful
little girl® they exclaimed with one voice and took great

care not to wake her.

When Snowdrop awoke on the followillg morning, she
was frightened to see the seven little men standing by her
bedside but they spoke so kindly to her that she soon lost

all fear and told them her story and how she had come to
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their house. They all pitied her and told her to have no
fear, she cold stay with them and keep their little house in
order. To this she gladly assented.

Before starting for their work in the mountains, they
warned her not to let anybody come into the house, while
they were away. "The Queen will soon find out where

you are and-try to do you harm* they said.

Curtain.

The Queen firmly believing that Snowdrop was dead,
went to her mirror and said
?Mirror, mirror, on the wall
Who is the fairest of Ladies all?*
and to her horror the mirror once more replied
"Thou art the fairest here, oh Queen
But Snowdrop over the hills, T ween
Where the dwarfs are

Is fairer far“

She then knew that Snowdrop was still alive, for the
mirror always told the truth. The Queen was furious and
bent on mischief. So she dressed herself up as an old
woman, filled a basket full of pretty ribbons and laces and
started for the cottage of the dwarfs. When she got there,
she knocked at the door and offered her tempting wares
to Snowdrop. The old womans honest looks made her
forget the warning of the dwarfs and she let her in. "How
badly your stays are laced” said the old woman. "'Let me
lace them up with one of my nice new laces* Snowdrop
allowed the old woman to do this, but she laced her so
tight, that Snowdrop fainted and fell down as if dead.

Thinking she had now killed her, the wicked Queen
went back to her palace.
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When the dwarfs came home in the evening, they were
horrified to find Snowdrop stretched out on the floor. They
lifted her up and finding she was laced too tight, they cut
the lace and after a time she began to breathe again. The
dwarfs suspected that the old woman must have been the
Queen in disguise and again warned Snowdrop to be
careful while they were away. When theQueengot home
she went straight to the Mirror and asked the usual question.
Again the mirror answered

"Thou art the fairest here, oh Queen
But Snowdrop over the hills, T ween
‘Where the dwarfs are

Is fairer far.

Hearing this, she was more furious then ever, she
again dressed up as an old woman, but in a difterent dress
and painted her face. She took with her a basket full of
nice things, amongst them a beautiful comb which was
poisened. When she reached the cottage she knocked at
the door, Snowdrop locked out of the window and said "I
must not let anyone in“ The old woman held up the
poisened comb and Snowdrop was so pleased with the
sight of it, that she foolishly opened the door and allowed
the old woman to put it in her hair.

As soon as it touched her head she fell down as if
dead and the Queen, satisfied that she had now accomplished
her wicked intention, went away.

Fortunately the dwarfs returned earlier then usual that
evening, they at once saw Snowdrop lying on the floor and
found the poisened comb in her hair. When they took it
out, she recovered and told them, what had huppened.
Once more they repeated their warnings before they left in

the morning.
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Scene 4.

Only a short time after, the Queen again stood in front
of the Magie Mirror, again she asked the same question
and again received the same reply. The Queen was in a
towering rage and vowed she would this time make certain

that Snowdrop should die.

Curtain.
She went to a secret chamber and placed a powerful
poison inside a beautiful apple. Then she painted her face
and dressed as a peasants wife and went to the little cottage

in the woods.

Scene 3.
When she arrived there, she knocked and Snowdrop

put her head out of the window.

"The dwarfs have strictly forbidden me to let any one
in*, she said.

"Never mind“, said the woman, “take this pretty rosy
apple at any rate, I will make you a present of it. "No*,
said Snowdrop, "I dare not take it.* "What are you afraid
of*, said the woman, “do you think it is poisened? Come,
you eat one half and I will eat the other* and she offered
her the poisened half. The apple looked so tempting that

Snowdrop resisted no longer.

‘ Curtain.

No sooner had she taken a bite, when she dropped
down dead. ”This time no one will waken you“ said the
Queen. She hurried home and to the mirror and to her
great delight, when she asked the question

"Mirror, mirror, on the wall
Who is the fairest of Ladies all?«



the mirror answered
"Thou art the fairest of Ladies all.”

When the dwarfs got home, they found Snowdrop dead
on the floor. They tried all they could to bring her to life
again but without avail. So they layed her upon a hier
and watched by the side of her for three days. Then they
thought they wouls bury her but her cheecks were still so
rosy and she looked as beautiful as if she was alive. So

they said "We will never bury her in the cold ground

Scene 6.

They made a coffin of pure Crystal glass, wrote her
name on it in golden letters and then carried it to the top
of the hill. One of the dwarfs always sat by it and
watched.

Their lamentations mingled with those of the birds in
the trees and the animals of the forest. One day a Prince
was hunting in the forest and saw Snowdrop in her glass
coffin. He was so struck with her beauty, that he offered
the dwarfs any money to let him take her away, but they
would not part with her for all the gold in the world. He,
however, pleaded so hard that at last they took pity on him
and allowed him to take the coffin away.

Curtain.

The Prince then ordered his men to carry the coffin
to his palace but the roads were rough and they frequently
stumbled over roots and stones.

Scene 7.

All at once, while going down a hill, they stumbled
and shook the coffin so terribly, that the piece of poisened
apple dropped out of Snowdrops throat. She came to life,
opened her eyes and sat up in the coffin.
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"Where am I4 she said and the Prince answered "you
are with me“ and told her what had happened. "I have
loved you from the moment I first beheld your beautiful
face® said the Prince, "come with me to my fathers palace
and be my bride.“

Snowdrop gladly consented and the Prince took her in

his arms and kissed her.

Scene 8.

The wedding was celebrated with great pomp and
never did Snowdrop look more beautiful then in her bridal
dress. Amongst others that were invited to the wedding
was the Queen, her stepmother, and as she was dressing
herself in magnificent clothes she stepped before the mirror
and said

"Mirror, mirror, on the wall
Who is the fairest of Ladies all?*
and the mirror answered
"Here, lady, thou art the brightest star
But the young new Queen is lovelier far.*

She did not know until then that Snowdrop was the
Prince’s bride. To punish her for her great wickedness,
she was compelled to dance at the wedding in slippers,
that were made red hot and she had to dance until she fell

down dead.

The good little dwarfs were of course also invited and

left their cottage to witness Snowdrops happiness.

Snowdrop and the Prince lived and reigned happily

for many years.
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